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At one of our genealogy SIG meetings, we discussed how to add children to a marriage, so a descendant report, Family tree or a lineage chart came out right. If the kids are linked to anyone other than their birth parents, you will see several marriages having the same kids. This will make the reports and charts inaccurate and quite confusing. If we lived in a society that would accept a husband having many wives, or, if we could trace your roots back to the cave dwellers, then, none of what I’m about to say would be of any value because we could just lump everyone together into one big happy family. But, that’s not to be.

I will use my family tree in an effort to explain how to link children to a family unit when there is more than one marriage, since both of my parents remarried and created another family with their new spouses. Multiple marriages will create stepparents and stepchildren even if you don’t know who they are. You can have a stepmother, or stepfather, somewhere that you don’t know anything about. You can even a have stepsisters and/or stepbrothers.

My parents, Willard and Romaine, had my sister and me. I am the youngest, in the family, and my father left us shortly after I was born. My mother raised us, for many years, as a single parent until she met and married Elmer Degner. Now, my sister and I had a father and a stepfather. In the family history, my sister and I are only linked

to our mother and father.

We are not linked to my mother and her second husband, our stepfather. If we were linked to the second marriage, a family tree would show us as having two sets of parents. This would be very confusing. It will get even more confusing, because my father also remarried. Now, my sister and I have a father, a mother, a stepfather and a

stepmother. We also have a stepsister and a couple of stepbrothers. Wow!

This family unit is growing faster than the national debt. I’ve called this a family unit because that is what we are. Biologically and thru marriages we have become one family.

Now, let’s try to keep all these people straight. 
As I said, my mother remarried. She and her second husband, Elmer, had a daughter and they named her Sandra. She is the biological off spring of my mother and her second husband.

Even though my mother’s new husband is a stepfather to my sister and me, we are not linked to this union.

Their daughter, Sandra is the only child that can actually be linked to them. My sister and I can only be linked to my mother and her first husband. Now when you generate a descendants report, or chart, the kids will be shown with the proper parents and the descendants report will be accurate. My sister and I will be shown as the kids of Romaine and Willard Ellis and Sandra will be shown as a kid of Romaine and Elmer Degner. However, my mother is now the biological parent of three children. We can see all of her children in each of her marriages, by using the “View ½ kids” feature in Legacy.

The only time you should see the same kids linked to two different sets of parents is through adoption, which I’ll cover later in this article.

Now, let’s go to the family view of the Legacy program and look for this view ½ kids feature of Legacy. Legacy does not use the term “Step kids”. It uses the term “1/2 Kids”. If you’ve linked the kids correctly, as previously instructed, then go to a couple that has married more than once and has children by each marriage. If you have linked kids correctly, you will only see the kid, or kids, for that marriage. As you bounce from

marriage to marriage, the kid(s) in the child view screen change with each marriage. If you see kids that are not off springs of both parents, you will have to unlink the ones that don’t belong. You can do this by right clicking on the kid that doesn’t belong and clicking on the unlink selection at the bottom of the pop up window. You will need to do these for each kid that does not belong to that married couple.

Once the kids are properly linked to their biological parents we need to turn on the View

½ kids” feature to see all the kids that were born through all of these marriages. Right click on one of the kid’s names and in the screen that pops up, go to view and click on “Show ½ kids.” Now you will see all the kids from all the marriages. The ones that are stepchildren of that marriage will have ½ in front of the name. The one(s) that belong will not.

Again, as you bounce from marriage to marriage, the ½ kid designation will change to different kids. Bounce through your marriages and give it a try.

Moving forward, my father’s second wife, Gladyce, had been married before and she had two sons with her first husband. They were William and Earl Shaffer and they are linked to Gladyce and her first husband. When my father married Gladyce, he adopted her two boys and changed their surname from Shaffer to Ellis. Because of this adoption, the two boys are now linked to two sets of parents. Their biological father and mother and their adopted father and biological mother. Therefore, they will show up twice in a descendants report or chart. They will be listed once with the Shaffer marriage and once with the Ellis marriage. This is okay, because as sons of the Shaffer family, their surname is Shaffer. Under the Ellis family, their surname is Ellis. Legacy allows you to do this by using the alternate name provision in the program. The AKA,

alternate name, feature of Legacy is a topic for discussion at another time. Now, back to our family unit. Since the Shaffer boys were adopted at an early age, everything that they have done thru much of their lives, such as high school graduations, college degrees, marriages, etc. have been done using the Ellis surname. Therefore, researching these events using the surname of Shaffer would be fruitless. This is one of the many reasons for using the AKA feature.

I hope this scenario has helped to clear up linking kids in a multiple marriage situation. Just remember to link the kids to their biological parents, even if you don’t know who there are. If a child is adopted through an adoption agency and you don’t know whom the child’s parents are, link that child to an unknown set of parents. Now, link the child to

its adopted parents. This will keep your family tree and charts in order. How to link a child to unknown parents is left up to the genealogist. Each genealogist will enter this data differently.

The world of genealogy does not set a standard for entering unknown people into your family history. That date entry decision is left up to you.

